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quently, the children owe a greater debt to their parents
for fitting them to undertake their duties in life as useful
citizens*

There may be some truth in the above suggestion*
Nevertheless, it seems that even in the individualism of
the West, the respect for parents should be more strongly
emphasized than it is being done at present* When
one's parents have devoted their best years and energies
to bring up as well as educate one, so as to be able to
take one's place in life* it is but plain justice that that
great debt should be repaid* To take care of them in
their old age is therefore to repay what one owes them;
but to neglect them is not only to be ungrateful, but also
to be forgetful of one's origin*

The family system calls for filial piety, and a filial son
in China is respected universally as well as in all ages*
Here, however, the conception of filial piety is almost
unknown* A man perhaps may not go so far as to abandon
his parents; nevertheless the individualistic system operates
to the great detriment of this respect for parents*

Therefore, in the West, when a man becomes famous,
his parents hardly get any credit for it* No doubt he
adds some lustre to the memory of his ancestors, but in
the eyes of the public this latter aspect is scarcely referred
to* He distinguishes himself by his own merits, and
therefore he alone deserves all the honour and distinction*
Conversely, if he misconducts himself, he alone is to
suffer the penalty of his misdeeds* In so doing, a man
very often becomes indifferent or reckless* Since he alone
is to pay the penalty of his errors, he is inclined to regard
the wfeole matter lightly* Whereas, if he knows that all
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